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Part 1: Maples 1895 (2 vols)

This catalogue was originally published in one volume as Maple & Co.; Hlustrations of Furniture (on the cover; no title-page featured). The
preface boasts that ‘no one can form an adequate conception of the magnitude and variety of the Stock without a personal visit’ to the store,
where ‘more new Showrooms have been added for Dining Room, Drawing Room, Library, Office, and Bedroom Furniture, as well as for Car-
pets, Mattings, Electro-plate, Cutlery, Lamps, Linens, Paper-hangings, Art Decorations and Sanitary appliances, Clocks, Bronzes and Pictures’,
A large selection of these and all other such items for the home feature in this large and detailed catalogue, which also illustrates a sample of
servant’s bedroom furniture, and fin-de-siécle taste can be gleaned from such items as bamboo furniture, screens, japanned furniture, Japanese
papers, Chinese cabinets, a Turkish lounge, ornamental china, oriental embroideries, ete. Apart from offering ‘complete House Furnishing’, the
company also undertakes “in both town and country every description of Artistic Decorations, Interior Wood-work, Panellings, Parquet Floors,
&c.; also plain Painting, Plumbing, Electric and Hot Water Engineering, and Sanitary work’. Prices are ‘far below those usually asked” and
‘goods are sold for small profits and for net cash’. The firm also sells antiques and reproductions in all styles, and decorating can be executed in
‘Early and Late Gothic, Medizval, Italian and French Renaissance, Adams, Queen Anne, Japanese and the latest art styles’. The catalogue has
pictures of the store premises and warehouses, hotels furnished by the firm, and it draws attention to other such services as delivery, postal order,
timber import, restoring and cleaning, and its auction, valuation and estate agency.
MAPLE ® CO
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The catalogue is dated January, 1895, and headings include; —

Dining Room Furniture = Library, Board Room & Office Room Furniture, Billiard Rooms *
Drawing Room and Boudoir « Ornamental and Decorative Pottery » Hall Furniture = Bed-
steads & Bedroom Furniture * Bedroom Toilet Ware « Dinner, Tea and Breakfast Ware «
Glags = Ironmongery = List of Hardware, Brushes, Turnery and Kitchen Utensils « Household

Linens = Carpets and Floor Coverings * Curtains * Index

Part 2: Gillows [c. 1905] (1 vol)

GILLOWS" Cirbinets The introduction states that this catalogue of Examples of Furniture & Decoration by
Gillows is only meant to give an idea of the extent and diversity of the furniture exhibited in
the firm’s London ‘galleries” at 406 to 414 in Oxford Street. These galleries had ‘recently
been largely extended’ to include ‘reproductions of some of the most famous examples of
Elizabethan and Tacobean rooms, taken from old English country mansions” and a ‘suite of
rooms illustrating how a flat or a medium-sized house may be decorated and furnished at a
moderate cost’, as well as the new carpet showrooms. One of the furnished rooms unusually
included an artist’s studio, with a *splendid collection of models’ and ‘one of the most com-
prehensive and valuable libraries, dealing with decorative art, in existence’, For those of
limited incomes the firm points out that ‘nearly every section has its inexpensive examples’,
‘good in form and style, and of the same sound construction as the more important pieces in
the galleries’, and that it endeavours ‘designing and producing simple furniture of good

style and possessing character and refinement’. The company also takes pride in its

‘two-century reputation’, the machinery and craftsmanship at its London and Lancaster
factories with their “enormous stocks’ of timber, and work carried out for royalty and several hotels, such as for the Savoy Hotel extension, It
also draws attention to the fact that most of the furnifure shown can be order made in different sizes and in different woods, its “Estate Office’

services, and the free delivery in the London area.

The catalogue is undated but carties two owner’s signatures dated 1905 and mentions work carried out in 1903-4, so it was probably published in
1905, possibly late 1904, Headings are as follows: —

The Entrance Hall, Dining Room, Library, etc. » The Billiard Room ¢ Chairs and Settees « French Furniture and Decoration » Morning Room = The
Bedroom - Electric Light Fittings * Building, Decoration, etc. » Sanitation * Silks, Tapestries, ete. » Wall Hangings = Carpets » Press Comments

Index » Supplement
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Part 3: Harrods [c. 1906-1910] (1 vol.)

Originally published as Furniture by Harrods: A Complete Catalogue far Furnishing the Home with
Good Taste and Real Economy, the catalogue starts with a colour picture of Harrods’ terracotta fagade
of the new store (finished in 1906) and a preface by its then managing director Richard Burbidge

(1847-1917) who oversaw the expansion of the store and is credited with having made Harrods info a

modern enterprise. While praising early Victorian furniture for its durability, ‘taste in design was at a

low ebb when it was constructed’ and now ‘appears as a depressing monstrosity’, the preface invites customers to replace it with Harrods’
own ‘modern designs’ that, though equally strong and made to last, are produced according ‘the ideals of gracefulness and simplicity”. More-
over, another quality of Harrods® furniture is ‘comfort’, defined as ‘appropriateness to its purpose’ since especially the ‘ordinary man’ wants
his furniture to be comfortable. Nevertheless, the firm also offers ““period” furnishing’, which is said to be ‘increasingly fashionable’ — both
genuine antiques and “faithful reproductions of furniture in all the different styles of decoration’. Harrods’s stock is said to be enormous and
displayed in ‘showrooms and model furnished rooms’, where one can purchase a single piece or have a room, a flat, or a whole house
furnished, complete with carpets, drapery, china, glass, ironmongery, and decorations such as paintings. In the ‘Building Department’ section
at the end of the catalogue, the owners of ‘otherwise charming country residences’ are encouraged to have their outdated lighting systems
updated to clectrical or acetylene gas systems by Harrods’ engineers, as well as their bathrooms. The firm offers purchase on credit (deferred

payment), free delivery in London, 24-hour telephone ordering, or per telegraph at the address ‘“Everything, London’.

The catalogue is undated, but since the exterior fagade of the new store looks to have been completed it is assumed to have been published shortly
afterwards, ¢, 19061910, The samples of furniture are organized first per room, followed by the items in various ‘departments’: —

The Hall » The Dining Room * The Library » The Drawing Room * The Morning Room = The Bedroom and Household Linen = Antique and Sec-
ond-hand Furniture * Carpets and Linoleums * Furnishing Drapery: blinds, rods, curtains « Pianos * Paintings » Tronmongery: table gongs, fire
screens, bellows, coffee machines, thermos bottles, refrigerators, and other household utensils = Glass and China * Candle, Electric, Gas, and Lamp

Shades * Toilet Ware ¢ Electrical » Building: lighting, kitchens, heating, stoves, bathrooms * Index

Part 4: Maples [c. 1912-1913] (1 vol.)

Published as Maple & Co.: HHustrations of Furniture, the preface still claims to be ‘the Largest and most Convenient Furnishing Establish-
ment in the World®, It even has become some sort of ‘exhibition without parallel’, a *sight’ that is ‘on no account to be missed’ by ‘visitors
from all parts of the world’. Potential customers are urged to visit the store and see the vast stock for themselves, displayed ‘in the
magnificent series of artistic homes, showrooms, and galleries’ on a ‘floor space of over thirty acres’, in order to fully appreciate ‘the rarest
skill in art and craftsmanship, allied to a moderateness in price unique in the annals alike of Furniture and of Decoration’. Similar to the
claims made in the Harrods catalogue, there has been an ‘advance in domestic art’, a ‘revival of a truer taste” on a ‘plane artistically higher?,

MAPLE R CO and Maples now boasts of the ‘chasteness of design’ of its furniture. An impressive list of their

TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD e ; 5 i
LONDON royal customers is included, orders have been received for many embassies, clubs, and officers’

messes, and colonial and foreign orders are said to form a ‘large and ever-growing branch’ of the
business. lis representatives are sent out to provide estimates for furnishing or decorating a house,
*either wholly or in part’, and its “experts are sent to all parts of the Kingdom to advise as to deco-
ration, electric lighting, and sanitary engineering work’, Other work such as flooring and interior
woodwork is also undertaken, and apart from auction and estate agency services, the firm now also

can offer valuations for probates and insurance claims, storage and removals, and renovations.

The catalogue is undated but internal evidence points to the period between the death of Edward VII and the start of WWI, ¢,1912-13. Headings
include such items as: —

Air Gas Installations » Bamboo and Wicker Furniture « Barometers » Baths and Sanitary Appliances « Bedsteads + Blinds = Brass Goods * Carpets
and Floor Coverings * Chimney Pieces * China « Chinese Furniture * Clocks and Bronzes = Curtains = Cutlery = Electric Light Installations and
Fittings « Garden Requisites * Hardware and Turnery ¢ Glass » I[ronmongery » Kitchen Utensils * Linens « Nursery Furniture « Office Furniture »

Pianos * Refrigerators « Servants’ Bedroom Furniture and Ware « Safes » Sitting Rooms Suits « Index




i

=F S Femmrmirnm

LSA{EY 2 h AT & 1203, 19T RS B Bt
KUK ETO [RO1GHHL | ORARE BT - 7B EMIEEZ D 2 —
=L B AT TH 5, KM RTINS T RNER
Thd70, SHOBHREAZRROH2HIRTHL. 2EH
HH 1508 B BE A7 h 7 — ORI, bedstead (X F
7 l—24) ¥bedraom toilet ware ($% T L - ¥Ei0 H o fi a3
) &3k, TR T AP LI5S OB E A
PRI BT T<M D, Morning Room (FE & LTHEIFUSHAT
25 % library (BBENORFE) ORRIE, —RILnEFIL
—LE LT, A2 Gk & du-lE S B cEH h vy
EREEREILRATN S, DO LERFNE. ausrkins i
HIRELSTCRIOATH S,

18514 u Yy F v Rk s T EIHE S & 20, EE3
THHOR _EICHRDMAZIGHELD 4 £ ) AT, FEEZLD
LT BEREMRANO USSR 57, ER-EARMREINE
OO XOFEE A Xz, E L 2T RERS
AR A ORI, RS L TRy LR LA —
A b A 21255 Hints on Household Taste (1868) EREHTINIZ, #ik
ETHT SR F ARSI ET A F3IER flTlEhit v 7 U7
PO EL T Lo B, ARBIZEPENEEDLOPED
10HHE R, REEEINFEIC A R A RO HEH
B, BAEMERICE STRIFD 2 — 7y bk ol 191HERIC
—itA AR LR TR OB EL D, EPEHNOMOEE
et 0bisd, BHEORXERETS “artistic” &9 7B
PFRIFR A 20T, HEF5CIE “artistic houses” V5 4
AT EBTEHERBESMEINS 2L, BAad ST gsdsh
BT, BN RO =) F ) T e EBT S RR L
ENBELIIThor,

TV o LB, SO NI EEA L L TR
Tab, BlAIETEAIROPart 1& % 2Maplethod i 574" (189545
M FRKEOHEEZEE T FATI— T LA RZE VN -4
AFEATVEOEIRERIEMIC ROV 1 -2 - o LU,
INER The Odd Women (1893) I-, BiROD L HEE RATH K
EAREORIIETHRFMLEBEZE T3, In the Year of
Jubilee(1894YTid, EOBM A A7 O ORI AT L7 [B
L | #RIETZ Tk 5T ARH, EHREAOME B

AVTFYTDYVa— N —INEHCF

— IR OERRMERHZOTEVND, HOPELODEBEL—RER

ERLTOS, —f TH.G. 7 2 VA Tono-Bungay (1909) THi<
DO, RO EGEFTRICER T HEL, RARHE -
bT oA I—t - O—FiCeid, SRS EON LT A ESSR
BRI 22 bhIha T AATHE, STEERE N LEEETA
FbT I A a—] - 0= FOREORTIL. Maple fLDH # o4 i2iE
AN MIFDIZEDWRRABBIRE R i hidbir by,

Zhbopzazid, E,ICEHEEEOCIHUOEES SI{EA
B, FTRBERTLORAEICED, EREMEICELTE YR
A - F v AL =Z & ThH 5, Maple LD H 2 2221, [
UCRIS A4 b T - OEREMEF T =B A, AL
MR TANEOEEOTIZ, EDFELEREh T A, libdR
DERAZH— - TALFRBADEZ F2ARERERI LD
2. S THELICE -7 IOFTILTH 57z, Wi, FRICZOrE
IS B AR TR RN R L, M2 RAMOMA I
TW=C & THD, IbOEIZ AL, #4688, BN, @kl
TORGE, 2 Tk ET A YT ITOR—4N - 2—F
F—FRUEETH -7z, AEOFOFIIC LhE, o T Y
T4 — 2 FKRAERMATELVERIZIE. izt Emi 448
HFaul, HEOBAAGEBEEARE P s — b a0, ¥V
AAERERH 57BN DR DT —E AR Sh Ty
T, g RESE29, QEPEOREOBER.,
HEIEICH AL DR STREEOAF ) 24t LA ERRE TS
B ZERieh 6 HEALOIFROE BT, BHEM ST
KT RET A, BSOS IZRETLNEELS,

WO b O & L SRR A U A= a3
DAL, TOEICHREOX LD ICIZR i —k
HHThh, EEOHELL, T T AT — R
LERDAEFIAMEOROERTH L, B EOR4 IR
KON AR BRI, 794 Y ELL D LT 5500
REELPIIFAOETEANCE, RIBICEDAGAIR 22
A9, ZNHEOBRHL. ERFICEELTOEAmAIL, ERE LT
OMEE+ 5T S T AR -TRE SR TG 7. 7
Dz, ThE Tl B0 RS E R o - K&
TLARBETEE A o, B0 LHRESEEDEDES
BH, AN, BEEMNZEEORRE S T4 S I ORLIMR
i, FkRETh,

[® 17]
Athena Press
maa 74— TR

T112:0011 FERHBIXFARFH4-33-18
Tel: 03(3946)2117 Fax:03(5977)8026

E-mail : eigyo@athena-press.co.jp
http://www.athena-press.co.jp

(B EIE]

17.10



