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PUNCH, OR THE L

LETTER XXXV.

FROM A MATRON TO A NEWLY-MARRIED YOUNG LADY, ON THE
TAEATMENT OF A HUSBAND,

My pEAR CLARIBEL,

” this satisfaction, to know that I manage

and follow out this tru
soon as the clerk has said amen. This, my dear

a red clay pipkin.

PUNCH’S COMPLETE LETTER-WRITER

Youxn honeymoon being over, I feel it my duty—as, indoed,

it will be my pleasure—io instruct yon in the serious purposes o
marriage. I have had my trials, my dear, in what is called th
blessed stote, and could if I chose write this letter in the tears o
widowhood. Three times have I been bereft of the tenderest o
{ husbands—for every one of the dear men was really so—and ‘now|
am I left like the lonely dove, to murmur alone. I have, however,
d them all to my heart’s con-
tent, whilst they—desr, simple lambs |—believed they managed me.
Men in their extreme ignorance call us the weaker sex. The
wealter gex | When—and they know it—we can pull and play with
their hearts’atrings as little children play with toy harlequina, Fow-
ever, never disabuse them of the fond conceit. Our weakness, as
they are pleased to oall it, is our best strength. Coutinue to make
your husband think you the most delicate of creatures, and he will
treasure you mccordingly. We all of us seem pretty well to know
in days of courtship, but forget it almost a8
rl, is the preat
error of our sex : it is this that makes wife the slave and husband
tha master. Now it has ever been my plan to perpetuate the privi-|
lego that courtship gives us, throughout every day of wedlock.|
And very properly, What ! is your lap-dog that obediently fetches|
and carries—is he snddenly to refuse to obey you, and only becouse
you have put & collar round his neck, and hold him by the riog of |
chain at your third finger 1 Thorefore, my dear, let your nerves bo|
alwpys delicate: hence, your husband will treasure you like a{
precious piece of china, Be foolish enough to appear robust, and,!
on the contrary, you will have no more care bestowed upon you than,

There are, I know, brutes in the human form, not to be deceived j
but your husband is, I trust, not of them, As a girl, I remember
s monster of the sort. My own denr mother—from whom, let me.
confess it, I learned many precious lessons—she made as much 88
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after poked the fire as if the poker was renlly his own. And this is
a9 it ghould be.

Henoce, my dear girl, cullivate your nerves: you can’t pet "em too
much. Homething will always be happening in the house,~~and
unless your hnsband be worse than a stone,—every new fright will
he as good a8 & new gown or & new irinket to you. There are some
domestic wounds only to be healed by the jeweller.

I don't advise you not to love your husband very much,—but
never show the abundance of it. How men impose upon what I call
» superfluity of nffection, it is dreadful to think of ! No ; there is a
decent sort of tenderness—a sort of tepid love—that is the safest.
It never permils & wife to commit herself ; it never shows to the
man that he is supreme in her affections, and so enables him to sport
with them. However, do not let him think himself indifferent to
you : certainly not ; at least, let the poor man have the benefit of
the doubt.’

In the alightest cnse of sisterly frailty, be all indignation. It is the
very ensiest and cheapest way of airing your own excessive goodness.
Now and then, too, you can—with great pain to yourself, of conrse—
hazard suspicions of some’of your scquaintance. Buspicion, skilfully
used, is en excellent thing. Like a little dust of rouge, if very ten-
derly laid on, it throws out in fine relief the natural beauty of the
wearer. Rouga ia & darling little fib, thut lies, ns somebody says, like
truth—and so, I take it, is if properly applied, a slight suspicion.
They may both colour false modesty.

There is, too, a sort of side-wind way that will enable yon at once
to please and terse your husband. Jealousy—that is, 5 happy affec-
tation of the passion—is & wonderful weapon in a skilful hand.
Therefore, when walking with the peor man, declare that he looks
at every woman he meets, and sulk accordingly. Bometimes, how-
ever, vary the accusation, and declare that every woman he meets
looks at him, From Lhis assumed fact, you can make any deductions,
and endeavour in a torrent of words to declare how very, very
miserable you ought to be. The man, of course, must think himself
dear to iyon, or wherefore such fantastic jealousy! He musi feel,
though with a feeling of wretchedness, that you love him ; or where-
fore show the love with 8o much misery to him1 Does not puss love
the live yet wounded mouse she bites and scratches | A

Again, aa to temper, never let it be certain, Husbands—I know
thein—presume npon evenness of temper. No, let your busband feel
that"he is never safe. He will nccordingly be gentle, watchful, in |
his manner, Hence, be at times in the moat exuberant spirits ; and
hen, with a thought—at some unconscious look of your husband,
ome playful word—have & mute tongue, and brows of threatening
hunder, In your very gayest moments, let your helpmate feol as it
e is called upan to admire some curious gun—very beautiful, but to
ye most carefully handled, lest it go off, and destroy him.

If your husband wishes for music, declare you have s sadden
ieadache, and add this, he ought to have seen ns much, and not have
ked you, If, on the contrary, he has a book, or would doze by the
ire, immediately play the ¢ Buttle of Prague,” with all the eannon
.ccompnniments.

If he wish you to go out with him, say he nlways asks you when he
tnowa you can’t go; and then, on the contrary, desire that he shall
uke you to the opera or play, when you are well aware that he has
ome previous engagement.

On this point, too, be particularly obdurate. When your husband
oes out, with & likelihood of returning home late, insist upon sitting
ip for him. He may urge, that he can take the key ; thet, in fact, it
vill annoy him to keep anybody from their bed. Meet all this with
: cold, decisive assurance, that you will eit up for him, If he coma
wome late, what a delicious triumph for you! There you are,
ny love—7 always was—in your nighteap and wrapt in threeshawls,
b ing un vanvaalf far tha nictnra of & verv moch wronred woman.
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